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resembles the east in that it is primarily agricultural; but the agri-
culture consists largely in the intensive cultivation of irrigated gardens,
the pasturing of flocks, and the raising of winter grains in the non-
irrigated areas. Here also Phoenicia, Greece and Roma have left their
heritage in numerous commercial cities and in traditions of cultural
and political leadership. These general groupings are admittedly crude,
but they do reflect differences in human development and they have the
advantage of simplicity.

In northwestern Europe man is more active and more productive
than elsewhere throughout the continent. This activity has been re-
flected in noteworthy economic, political and cultural attainments. Here
are situated such leading industrial areas as "Black England," Belgium,
northern France, the Ruhr and Saxony. Here also are the leading com-
mercial nations of Europe, and such great ports as Liverpool, London,
Anvers, Rotterdam, Hamburg and Le Havre. In the more fertile and
level portions of this division is to be found a development of agricul-
ture unexcelled in productivity and diversity by that of any similar
area throughout the world. Within this region lie such great coloniz-
ing powers as the United Kingdom, France and The Netherlands,
which today possess colonial empires of greater extent and value than
those of any other nations. Truly this is an area of the most intensive
and diverse human activity, and one which is consequently of major
interest.

However, there are wide physical and human differences within
this northwestern region. The industries of Switzerland differ widely
from those of the Ruhr, and the agriculture of Denmark is in decided
contrast to that of Bohemia. Many of these human differences are a
reflection of variations in the physical environment. Accordingly, north-
western Europe will be subdivided on the basis of physical differences,
with relief receiving the major attention. The first division will include
those states lying largely within the western highlands or the Caledo-
nian Fold; the second, those lying wholly or in large part in the central
European plain; and the third, the nations of the Alpine Fold. An
effort will thus be made to group the nations having common human
activities based in part on similarities in environmental conditions,

Norway, Sweden and Scotland constitute the nations included
within the Caledonian Fold. Similarities in topography and geological
background have resulted in interesting similarities in human develop-
ment within these three states.